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FLUORSPAR— A Vital War Material 


lllinois holds first rank in the nation in fluorspar mining, 
an industry which, although small in output and value 
of product, is of vital importance to several large indus- 
tries, especially in wartime. Fluorspar, a heavy, quartz- 
like mineral, is brittle and crystalline in form and is 
found in various colors. Many countries produce it in 
small ‘quantities, but the United States is the largest pro- 
ducer. In 1942, Illinois and Kentucky accounted for the 
lion’s share of total nationa! output, Illinois producing 
44.9 per cent of the total tonnage and Kentucky 37.2 
per cent. 

Fluorspar mining in these two states is confined to an 
area about 70 miles by 30 miles in extent, embracing two 
counties in Illinois and six in Kentucky. The Illinois de- 
posits are found around Rosiclare and Cave in Rock, two 
cities of Hardin County, and a small output comes from 
Pope County. Southern Illinois is one of the few places 
in the world where the ores contain fluorspar in predomi- 
nant amounts, and the Rosiclare deposit is unique in the 
world in size and depth of the veins. 

One of the most important users of fluorspar is the 
steel industry. The pure minéral, in gravel size, is used 
in the open-hearth and electric-furnace method of making 
stecl. The addition of fluorspar to the iron ore changes 
the slag composed of clay, sand, and other unwanted 
materials from a sticky and-unmanageable mass to a sub- 
stance easily drawn off from the furnace; it also permits 
the furnaces to run at lower temperatures. The glass and 
enamel industries also use large quantities of fluorspar. 
The whiteness of enamel bathtubs, refrigerators, etc., as 
well as the opacity and translucency of the electric light 
bulb, results from the use of fluorides. Optical fluorspar, 
which permits the passage of ultraviolet rays and has low 
refractory power and color dispersion, is used in the 
manufacture of scientific instruments. 

Before the war, cryolite, a mineral found only in 


Greenland, was the source of much of the fluorine used 


commercially in the United States. Now, fluorspar is the 
sole source of supply for that element. Fluorspar is second 
only to eryolite in percentage of fluorine content, and 
synthetic eryolite is now being manufactured from fiuor- 
spar for use in the aluminum industry. 
Another fluorspar derivative, commercially called 
“Freon,” is in ev eryday use throughout the United States. 
It is a gas used in refrigeration, cooling, and air-con- 


ditioning units. Two qualities of Freon make it superior 
to all other gases used for these purposes—it is nontoxic 
and noninflammable. The fact that it is now unavailable 
for civilian use indicates its importance to the war effort. 
One interesting example of its practicability is a small 
fumigator, little larger than the palm of the hand, which 
spreads an insecticide through ‘a plane, when fumigation 
is required at point of arrival. 

The chemical industries are now taking an increasing 
percentage of the annual output of fluorspar. A large 
part of the increase may be due to the use of hydrofluoric 
acid as a catalyst in the manufacture of 100-octane gaso- 
line. For military reasons, figures on the production of 
aviation gasoline obviously can not be divulged, but there 
is no question that fluorspar is thus aiding greatly in 
aerial warfare. 

Present indications are that the demand for fluorspar 
exceeds the production. The War Production Board re- 
cently reported an estimate of 500,000 tons production in 
the United States for 1944, more than half of which is 
expected to be of metallurgical grade. In 1942, the last 
year for which figures are available, the national output 
was 360,316 tons, valued at $8,897,749. Illinois produced 
161,949 tons, with a value of $4,306,750. The average 
value per ton of the Illinois product for that year was 
$26.59. 

With the present enhanced demand for the mineral, 
fluorspar mines are operating at fullest capacity. Present 
deposits are being rapidly depleted and it is difficult to 
say how much of a supply remains. Because of the small 
scale of operations and the cost and difficulty involved in 
prospecting and development, probably no mine has had 
more than a five-year supply in view at any time. How- 
ever, geologists are in general accord that a huge supply 
still remains. It may be that future operatiens will neces- 
sitate greater outlays and hence that higher prices may be 
predicted for fluorspar in the future. 

Although future production may be more costly, this 
mineral will doubtless be in great demand after the war, 
for it has definitely earned its place as a strategic ma- 


terial adaptable to many uses. For that reason, although 


the production of fluorspar does not compare in dollar 
value with some of the great industries of the State, 
it occupies a unique place among minerals of the nation. 
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BATTLE OF THE INDEXES 


For years the Bureau of Labor Statistics index of the 
cost of living has been regarded as an authoritative 
measure of price changes in commodities and services 
purchased by families of moderate income. The labor 
unions now charge that this index is understating the rise 
in the cost of living and on this ground they are seeking 
to break through the Little Steel wage ceiling established 
on July 16, 1942. 

That formula prescribed that the War Labor Board 
might thereafter grant wage increases up to 15 per cent 
of the rate paid on January 1, 1941, in order to offset 
most of the 16.1 per cent increase in the cost of living 
then shown by the B.L.S. index. By January, 1944, the 
index stood 23.1 per cent above the level of January, 1941. 
The A.F.L. and the C.1.0O. might have made a frontal 
attack upon the general principle of limiting wage in- 
creases to an amount roughly equivalent to increases in 
the cost of living. Instead, they tacitly accepted that 
principle, but challenged the accuracy of the B.L.S. index. 

The President thereupon appointed a five-man com- 
mittee of the War Labor Board to study the suitability of 
the index for the uses to which it was being put. The two 
labor members of that committee brought in a lengthy 
report containing a bill of particulars against the index, 
reinforced with the results of surveys made by their own 
research staffs. The Bureau of Labor Statistics countered 
with a report in defense of its index. Furthermore, the 
American Statistical Association was asked by the Bureau 
to present an expert view of the B.L.S. index from the 
standpoint of a disinterested third party. 

The A.F.L.-C.1.0. report, among other charges, alleges 
that the index does not take account of shortages in 
cheaper grades of commodities and the consequent com- 
pulsory “upgrading” in living standards; that samples are 
not representative; that costs of travel and of hotel and 
restaurant meals are not considered; that higher prices 
paid in “black markets” are not taken into account; and 
that no allowance is made for general deterioration in the 
quality of housing, clothing, and food. In conclusion, the 
labor committee contends that its surveys show the cost 
of living to have risen 43.5 per cent since January, 1941. 

In reply, the Bureau of Labor Statistics maintains 
that its index has in fact taken involuntary upgrading 
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and shortages into account, there having been 38 separate 
instances in which the index was altered to allow for 
increases or decreases in the purchase of commodities 
rationed, no longer available, or substituted for others. 
The Bureau also asserts that voluntary upgrading by 
workers whose total earnings have risen because of shifts 
to better-paid jobs, promotions, or overtime pay repre- 
sent changes in living standards and should not be re- 
flected in an index designed to measure changes in the 
average unit prices of essential commodities and services, 

The Bureau further presents evidence that its samples 
are reasonably adequate and that its price quotations are 
accurate even to the point of including some quotations 
above ceiling prices. It maintains, however, that a cost- 
of-living index can not properly include quotations from 
the “black market.” It also points out errors in sampling, 
arithmetic, and statistical method in the index prepared 
by the labor organizations -~which tend to give it an 
upward bias. 

In the main, the survey of prices made by the Ameri- 
can Statistical Association committee supports the argu- 
ments of the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The exceptions 
noted have to do with the involuntary transfer of work- 
ers from single dwelling units to higher-rental apartments 
and with the fact that there is an admittedly imponderable 
element of deterioration in the quality of various items. 
But in no case would such exceptions cause an error of 
more than a few percentage points—a far cry from the 
contention of the union representatives that the actual 
increase in the cost of living since January, 1941, has 
been nearly twice that shown by the B.L.S. index. 

The final outcome of the “battle of the indexes” is 
vitally important to everyone. Since all wages and prices 
are so intricately related and interdependent, a retreat 
from the present lines established by the Little Steel 
Formula—Bureau of Labor Statistics wage-price rela- 
tionships would affect every established wage scale and 
every commodity price ceiling. All value relationships 
would be changed and ruinous inflation would follow, in 
which everyone would be the loser. 


SIGNIFICANT DATES AND EVENTS 


Dec. 17, 1943—Two-year no-strike agreement between U.M.W. 
and coal operators. 

Jan. 18, 1944—Settlement of railway wage dispute. 

Illinois Supreme Court ruled against branches 
of out-of-State banks. 

March 21, 1944—IIllinois Supreme Court held airport authority 
law unconstitutional; invalidated 3 per 
cent oil production tax; invalidated amend- 
ment applying 2 per cent sales tax to sales 
for resale and to sales of materials used in 
professional and service occupations. 

March 26, 1944—Increases in local, airmail, and certain other 
postal rates. 

March 27, 1944—U. S. Supreme Court upheld price-fixing 
powers and rent control program of the 
OPA, and portal-to-portal pay for iron ore 
miners. 

April 1, 1944—Increases in excise taxes on various commod- 

ities and services. 

April 15, 1944—First quarterly estimate and payment on 
income taxes for 1944. 

June 12, 1944—Opening of Fifth War Loan drive. 


Note: A bibliography on postwar planning, compiled by 
the Bureau, will be sent free on request. A list of Bureau 
publications is also available on request. 
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For some time, two questions have created an atmosphere 
of uncertainty in the national business picture. The first 
involves the constitutionality of the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration as an agency with the power to fix prices and 
rents and to enforce its decisions. The second deals with 
the assault on the. Little Steel Formula and the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics cost-of-living index upon which it is 
based. The first is now a matter of history, since the 
United States Supreme Court on March 27 upheld the 
price-fixing provisions of the Emergency Price Control 
Act, including the authority to control rents. This decision 
establishes the legality of price controls not only in war- 
time, but for the postwar period as well. It will probably 
have a bearing, also, on the outcome of the struggle for 
wage stabilization. If business is reassured as to stability 
of prices and wages, planning will be more definite and 
operations more efficient. 

Industrial production is still keyed to the war effort, 


with practically no increase in consumers’ goods. In spite 
I 


of a growing labor shortage, production goals are being 
met. The next few months will be the most trying. Shifts 
in the demand for certain war materials, due primarily to 
revision of orders, have eased the pressure on manpower 
in certain industries—notably iron, steel, and copper— 
whereas paper and lumber continue to show shortages. 
The inadequacy of the labor supply is now the chief 
factor limiting production in general. 

The decrease of 0.3 per cent in the cost of living for 
February was due principally to a drop of 1.2 per cent in 
retail cost of food, which was not altogether offset by 
small increases in the cost of fuel, clothing, house furnish- 
ings, and miscellaneous goods and services. 


HIGH LIGHTS OF THE NATION’S BUSINESS—MARCH 


On March 17, it was announced that currency in cir- 
culation had passed the $21 billion mark. This figure 
represents an increase out of all proportion to the expan- 
sion in business activity, and comes at a time when 
hoarding of currency would not be expected. The rate of 
increase in money in circulation in the past two years 
was about twice that of the increase in national income. 
One explanation may be that a larger share of income is 
now going to persons not accustomed to using checking 
accounts. Another may be that black market dealers are 
using cash instead of demand deposits to avoid detection 
of their business. Large cash holdings may help evade 
excise and income taxes. 

The implications of this disproportionate increase are 
first, that there is a drain on bank reserves which must 
be continually replaced by Federal Reserve action and 
second, that when currency begins to return to the banks 
a problem of credit control may arise. 

The S.E.C. estimates that at the end of 1943 indi- 
viduals and unincorporated businesses owned $15.8 billions 
more currency and bank deposits, $13.8 billions more of 
government bonds, and $6.9 billions more insurance than 
a year previously. These plus many smaller items amount 
to a $37.7 billion increase in liquid savings. The increases 
for 1940, 1941, and 1942 were 4.0, 10.6, and 29.5 billion 
dollars respectively. The total increase for the four-year 
period amounts to $81.8 billions. It must not be inferred 
that all of this, or even one-fourth of this total, will be 
used for the purchase of consumers’ goods. The fact does 
remain, however, that some part represents potential con- 
sumer purchasing power and suggests that we dare not 
discard rationing and price controls until much of this 
volatile element has been dissipated in postwar spending. 


HIGH LIGHTS OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS—MARCH 


The greatest problem confronting Illinois industry is its 
labor supply. Since the majority of the large production 
areas of the State are at or near fuil production contract 
capacity, the supply of available workers will determine 
the extent to which production will be maintained. Some 
cutbacks have been noted in war production, but they 
have not relieved the labor situation to any appreciable 
degree. The seasonal demands for agricultural labor will 
be offset to some extent by increases in quotas for new 
farm equipment machinery. The 1944 food production 
goals for the nation will require an increase of 400,000 
agricultural workers over last September’s peak. Since 
Illinois is so important as a producer of both war ma- 
terials and food products, the labor situation is acute. 
Three March decisions of the Illinois Supreme Court 
have far-reaching effects on Illinois business and certain 
communities. The invalidation of the 1941 amendment 
which applied the 2 per cent retailers’ occupation (sales) 
tax to sales for resale and to sales of materials used in 
professional and service occupations is probably the most 
significant of the three. The decision will exempt certain 
industries from sales tax, notably the building industry. 
Many communities that have made plans for municipal 
airports will be unable to finance such ventures, since 
the Court held that an airport authority could not levy 
taxes for a private purpose. The Court likewise held that 
the 3 per cent oil production tax lacked uniformity in its 
application and was therefore invalid. While the decision 
will have little or no direct effect on Illinois oil production, 
it does affect the $9,500,000 which has been paid to the 


State Treasury since 1941 under protest by oil companies 
operating in the State. 

In the Fourth War Loan drive, which started January 
18 and ended February 29, Illinois exceeded its quota of 
$905,000,000. The actual sales were $1,209,000,000, or 134 
per cent of the quota. Sales in the 101 Illinois counties 
exclusive of Cook County made records exceeding that 
of the State as a whole. The quota for these downstate 
counties was $183,181,600, but actual sales were 45 per 
cent above the quota, amounting to $265,591,574. The 
Cook County quota was $721,818,400; sales amounted to 
$943,408,405, or 131 per cent of the quota. For the nation 
the sales amounted to $16,730,000,000, or 120 per cent of 
the quota. The success of the drive was due not only to 
the willingness of people to make the purchases, but to the 
efficient organization for sales through employers, em- 
ployees, newspapers, stores, and other cooperative groups. 

General industrial activity throughout the State held 
rather steadily to the levels established in January and 
February. Some declines are noted in industrial activity 
as measured by payroll and employment data, but de- 
creases in certain industries were offset by increases in 
others. Declines were noted in meat packing, which natur- 
ally varies with the marketing of livestock. Advances in 
farm implement production as a result of -changes in 
quotas are encouraging. Time lost in labor disputes 
in March was negligible. In general, the records for March 
indicate less fluctuation and more stability than for any 
month since the war began. ~ 
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Comparative Changes in Illinois Business 


Business activity in Illinois as reflected by selected indi- 
cators showed a gain from February, 1943, to February, 
1944, in all but two. The percentage increases are shown 
in Chart | and Table I. Building permit valuations showed 
a large increase, 133.2 per cent, but were 40.3 per cent 
below the figure for February, 1942. Construction con- 
tracts awarded had the next highest percentage gain, 37.0 
per cent, which with the gain in permit valuations indi- 
cated a stronger tone in the building industry. 

Pay rolls showed definite increases in manufacturing, 
22.5 per cent, and in all industry, 17.6 per cent, and em- 
ployment increased 87 per cent in manufacturing and 
4.9 per cent in all industry. 

The effect of the Fourth War Loan drive which con- 
tinued into February may have been a contributing factor 
in the increase in bank debits, 25.9 per cent. The drive 
might also be expected to decrease the amount of savings 
put into life insurance, the sales of which, however, 
increased 21.6 per cent. 

Electric power consumption, coal production, farm 
prices, and the cost of living in Chicago increased 14.6 
per cent, 82 per cent, 5.1 per cent, and 1.4 per cent, 
respectively. Declines occurred in petroleum production, 
8.4 per cent, and in department store sales, 14.0 per cent. 

From January, 1944, to February, 1944, building per- 
mits and construction contracts awarded showed substan- 
tial gains; life insurance sales and farm prices registered 
slight increases, and all the other indicators declined. 


TABLE I 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN ILLINOIS BUSINESS 


Percentage Change 
February, 1944, from 
Indicators 
uary | January 
1943 1944 

Building permite’...............-..... +133.2 +36.2 
Coal production®..................... + 8.2 —- 1.5 
Construction contracts awarded‘. ...... +37.0 +57.2 
Cost of living in Chicago®............. + 1.4 — 0.3 
Department store sales®............... —14.0 - 1.0 
Electric power consumption’........... +14.6 - 0.7 
Employment, industry*............... + 4.9 — 0.3 
Employment, ‘manufacturing’.......... + 8.7 - 0.1 
+ 5.1 + 0.5 
Life insurance sales (ordinary)®.~......} +21.6 + 1.7 
Pay rolls, industry®................... +17.6 — 0.4 
Pay rolls, manufacturing’.............. +22.5 — 0.5 
Petroleum production”............... — 84 4.5 


‘Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; *Illinois 
Department of Labor; *Illinois Department of Minesand Minerals; 
4F. W. Dodge Corporation; *Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago 
Regional Office; *Bureau of the Census; Illinois Commerce Com- 
mission; *University of Illinois College of Agriculture; *Life In- 
surance Sales Research Bureau, Hartford, necticut; “State 
Geological Survey. 


Wholesale Prices 


The effects of price control are shown by the fact that 
the wholesale commodity index was only 1.1 per cent 
higher in February, 1944, than in the same month of 1943, 
and only 0.3 per cent higher than in January, 1943; in 
contract, similar comparisons showed that 1943 was higher 
than 1942 and 1942 higher than 1941 by 6.0 per cent and 
20.0 per cent, respectively. Table II shows that the greatest 
increase, 4.1 per cent, was in the fuel and lighting ma- 
terials group, and the greatest decrease, 1.2 per cent, was 
in the foods group. 
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TABLE II 
WHOLESALE PRICES 
February, 1944 
Percentage Change 
Commodity Indexes from 
1926 = 
February | January 

1943 J 1944 
All commodities... . 0. ...... 103.6 +1.1 +0.3 
Farm products............... 122.5 +2.9 +0.6 
Hides and leather products....| 116.9 —0.8 —0.3 
Textile products.............. 97.7 +0.4 0.0 
Fuel and lighting materials... . 83.1 +4.1 +1.0 
Metals and metal products... .. 103.7 —0.1 0.0 
Building materials............ 113.6 +3.1 +0.1 
Chemicals and allied products..| 100.4 +0.1 0.0 
House furnishing goods....... . 104.2.) +1.6 —0.3 
Miscellaneous commodities... . . 93.4 +2.8 +0.2 
Raw materials................ 112.8 +2.9 +0.5 
Semimanufactured articles... . . 93.4 +0.5 +0.2 
Manufactured products........ 100.4 +0.1 +0.2 

All commodities other than 
farm products.............. 99.3 +0.6 +0.2 

All commodities other than 
farm products and food......| 98.0 +1.9 +0.2 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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FINANCE 


Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by 
checks drawn upon individual bank accounts. Bank debits 
are regarded as indicators of the general trend of business. 
They are not so indicative when applied solely to New 
York and Chicago, since great transfers of funds take 
place between those cities. When taken as a whole, bank 
debits do indicate the general trend of business; however, 
changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other than Chicago 
are more significant to the businessman. American people, 
more than any other people, pay their bills with checks 
drawn on individual accounts.) 


Bank debits reported in February, 1944, by fifteen IIli- 


nois cities amounted to $6,164,906,000, a gain of 25.9 per 
cent over the same month in 1943 and a decrease of 2.1 
per cent from January, 1944. The increase can be partly 
attributed to the influence of the Fourth War Loan drive 
and the decrease to the shorter number of days involved. 

The individual cities showed definite increases in bank 
debits varying from 12.7 per cent in Elgin to 48.1 per cent 
in Quincy. In comparison with the January figures, de- 
clines occurred in all but two of the cities, increases of 
0.4 per cent for Danville and 2.6 per cent for Quincy 
being the exceptions. 

The Illinois gain of 25.9 per cent compared favorably 
with gains of 28.9 per cent for the Chicago Federal Re- 
serve District and for the United States, and of 21.2 per 
cent for the St. Louis District. 


TABLE IIl 
BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted) 
February February Janu 
City 1944 1943 1944 
F January 
1943 1944 
Total. $6, 164 ,906 $4,896,190 $6,295 ,842 +25.9 — 2.1 
East St. Louis and National Stock Yards.......... 79 ,507 £ 81,334 +24.6 — 2.2 
Joliat. vid nas 26,365 23,117 27,153 +14.1 2.9 
Moliag obs Dis ck 13,426 11,709 13 ,883 +14.7 — 3.3 
. 90 ,325 77,536 100 ,607 +16.5 —10.2 


Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 


Life Insurance Sales 
(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) 

The continued popularity of ordinary life insurance as 
a form of savings accounted for February sales of $49,- 
188,000, an increase of 21.6 per cent and 1.7 per cent over 
February, 1943, and January, 1944, respectively. The com- 
parable increases in sales in the United States were 34.1 
per cent and 7.4 per cent. 

The average new policy in 1943 amounted to $2,047 
as compared with a 1942 average of $1,983. The average 
policy in force on December 31, 1943, amounted to $2,027, 
practically the same as a year earlier. In the United States 
in 1943 the average new policy was $2,118, and the aver- 
age policy in force December 31 was $2,120. 


Commercial Failures 


In January, 1944, there were 10 business failures in 
Illinois with liabilities of $178,000, a decided decrease 
from the January, 1943, number of 43 with liabilities of 
$377,000. However, the January figures do not compare 
so favorably with those of December, 1943, when only 8 
failures occurred and their liabilities amounted to only 
$58,000. 
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TABLE IV 
COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN ILLINOIS 
(Dollar amounts in thousands) 


Illinois, January | Chicago, January 
Year 
Failures |Liabilities| Failures |Liabilities 
10 $ 178 8 $168 
dav 43 377 31 273 
64 606 51 273 
132 1,339 98 960 


Illinois Retailers’ Occupation Tax 


The total revenue received from the retailers’ occupa- 
tion tax for the year 1943 was $83,942,654. This was a 
decrease of 14.1 per cent from the $97,756,602 received 
from this source for the year 1941 and an increase of 2.0 
per cent over the $82,298,156 received in 1942. The taxes 
from this source accounted for 50.7 per cent of the total 
taxes received by the Department of Revenue during the 
twelve-month period ended January 31, 1944. 
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PRODUCTION 
Coal 


Chiefly because of the short month, coal production of 
shipping mines in Illinois showed a decline of 1.5 per cent 
in February, 1944, as compared with January, 1944. Pro- 
duction amounted to 6,155,437 tons, an increase of 8.2 
per cent over that for the shorter month of February, 
1943. The 111 mines which reported had 26,907 men 
working and the average number of days worked was 24. 


Petroleum 


The average daily production of petroleum in Illinois in 
February was 212,000 barrels, an increase of 1.9 per cent 
over the 208,000 barrels produced daily in January. The 
production for the month was 6,153,000 barrels, compared 
with 6,441,000 barrels in January, showing a decrease of 
288,000 barrels, or 4.5 per cent, partly because of the 
shorter month. However, the production decreased 8.4 per 
cent when compared with that for February, 1943. 


Electric Power 


(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

An outstanding feature among war production achieve- 
ments is the ability of the electric power industry to 
continue giving adequate civilian service. Illinois power 
production in January, 1944, as reported by the Federal 
Power Commission, was 1,266,166,000 kilowatt hours, an 
increase of 17.4 per cent from that of January, 1943, 
and a decrease of 0.8 per cent from December, 1943. 
Similar conditions existed in the nation as a whole, the 
corresponding changes being an increase of 13.3 per cent 
and a decrease of 1.6 per cent. 


Electric Power Consumption 


(Electric power consumption is commonly used as a 
measure of industrial activity since practically all indus- 
tries use electrical power to some extent.) 

The total number of kilowatt hours of electricity sold 
to ultimate consumers in February, 1944, was 1,050,536,067, 
an increase of 14.6 per cent over the 916,711,246 kilowatt 
hours sold in the same month in 1943. There was a 
decrease in sales from those in January of 0.7 per cent. 
These sales were reported by the eleven largest utility 
companies in Illinois. 


CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 


The value of building permits issued in 181 reporting 
Illinois cities in February, 1944, was $3,789,640, an in- 
crease of 133.2 per cent over that of February, 1943, and 
of 36.2 per cent over that of January, 1944. This gave a 
brighter outlook for the building industry but valuation 
was still 40.3 per cent lower than in February, 1942. 

New nonresidential building showed the greatest in- 
crease in permit valuations, 202.8 per cent compared with 
February, 1943, and 145.5 per cent over January, 1944. 
For the same comparisons new residential building in- 
creased 194.9 per cent and 33.5 per cent, respectively. 
Additions, alterations, repairs, and installations increased 
18.4 per cent over the February, 1943, figure but declined 
11.8 per cent from that for January, 1944. 


Construction Contracts Awarded 


(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build- 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 

There was a decided increase in construction contracts 
awarded in Illinois in February, 1944—37.0 per cent over 
February, 1943, and 57.2 per cent over January, 1944. 
The greater part of this increase was in public works 
and utilities, whose corresponding increases were 129.0 
per cent and 658.6 per cent. 

Table V shows how the amount awarded, $9,486,000, 
was allocated, over one-third being taken by public works 
and utilities, almost one-half by nonresidential building, 
and less than one-fifth by residential building. The $6,- 
239,000 allotted to total building was an increase of 13.4 
per cent over February, 1943, and of 11.3 per cent over 
January, 1944. An unusual aspect is the reversal of rela- 
tive positions, in that nonresidential building accounted 
for more than two-thirds of the February awards, in 
contrast to slightly more than one-third of those for 
January. 

Illinois did not follow the same pattern as the 37 , 
eastern states, which reported a 65 per cent drop from 
the February, 1942, total construction contracts awarded. 


TABLE V 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 


(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 


Percentage Change 
February, 1944, from 


Type of Construction 


February | February | January 
1944 1943 1944 


February | January 
1943 1944 


Total Construction. .| $9,486 + 37.0 


Total Building 6,239 5,504 + 13.4 


Residential 1,803 1,428 + 26.3 

Nonresidential 4,436 4,076 + 8.8 
Public works and 

utilities..........] 3,247 1,418 +129.0 


+ 57.2 
+ 11.3 
— 50.7 
+127.0 
+658 .6 


$6,922 


Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 


[ 6 ] 


| 
; 
4 
| 
| 
A | 
| | 
‘ 
J 
ut 
a3 


RETAIL TRADE 
Department Stores 


(Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise the volume 
of their sales is considered a rather reliable reflection of 
purchasing power.) 

The comparison of the sales of the 38 reporting inde- 
pendent department stores in Illinois for February, 1944, 
with those of February, 1943, shows a decline of 14.0 per 
cent. However, part of this might be attributed to heavy 
buying in 1943 rather than to light purchases in 1944. 
There was a decline of 1.0 per cent when February is 
compared with January, 1944. The reports show a decline 
of 3.0 per cent when sales for February and January of 
1944 are compared with sales for the first two months 
of 1943. 

TABLE VI 
RETAIL SALES OF ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT 
STORES BY KIND OF BUSINESS 


Other Kinds of Business 


Sales of 1,984 Illinois independent retail stores other than 
department stores showed an increase of 3.0 per cent for 
February, 1944, compared with February, 1943, but a de- 
crease of 3.0 per cent from. January, 1944. However, for 
January and February together, the gain was 8.0 per 
cent as compared with a like period in 1943. Since the 
Department of Commerce includes only sales of inde- 
pendent stores in its report, the total trade might follow 
the same or a different pattern depending upon the trend 
of the sales and the amount of business handled by the 
various chain store organizations in the State. 

Compared with a year ago, the household appliance 
dealers and the dry goods and general merchandise 
stores are the only ones aside from the apparel group and 
its subgroups whose sales showed a decline. The decline 
in the sales of the apparel group can be partly accounted 
for by the large sales of a year ago, when buyers antici- 
pated a possible extension of rationing to cover most 
items of clothing. 

February sales in comparison with those for January 
were higher for family clothing stores, furniture stores, 


the furniture-household-radio-group, the lumber-building- 
yg hardware group and its subgroups, liquor stores (packaged 
ebruary, 1944, from goods), florists, and jewelry. These represented sales in 
Kind of Business , © 
the luxury as well as in the utilitarian class. All others 
| February | January ” 
| 4943 1944 showed sales declines for the month. 
DEPARTMENT STORES........... ~14 RETAIL SALES OF ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT 
OTHER KINDS OF BUSINESS....... + 3 — 3 STORES BY CITY AND POPULATION GROUP 
Grocery stores (without fresh meats) +4 —4 Percentage Change 
Combination stores (groceries, meats) + 6 — 2 : . February, 1944, from 
Meat markets, fish markets........ + 5 —4 City and Population Group 
Candy, nut, confectionery stores. .. +30 ng February January 
Eating and Drinking Places.......... +16 — 7 1943 1944 
Liquor Stores (packaged goods)......| + 2 + 1 
Family clothing stores. ........... - 7 +9 Cities—25,000 to 49,999........... — 8 § 
Automotive Group. ................ +9 —25 Rock Island-Moline............ 
Motor-vehicle dealers............. +9 —26 
Furniture-Household-Radio Group. . . + 3 +12 Cities—10,000 to 24,999........... — 1 - 2 
+ § +13 Cities—5,000 to 9,999............. + 6 —7 
Household appliance dealers... .... |} § Cities—2,500 to 4,999............. + 3 — 3 
Lumber-Building-Hardware Group. . . +18 + 2 Places of less than 2,500.......... + 8 -— 1 
Hardwitt mates. +1 + 1 
Lumber-building materials dealers. . +29 + 2 *Less than 0.5 per cent. 
*Less than 0.5 per cent. 
Source: Bureau of the Census, 
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(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are recorded 
month by month from data supplied by identical firms; 
thus the change in employment in one month is on a 
comparable basis with the previous month. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in manufacturing establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay-roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay- 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets.) 

February, 1944, was the first month since January, 
1943, in which both employment and pay rolls in all re- 
porting Illinois establishments showed a decrease from 
the preceding month. However, the decreases were only 
0.3 per cent for employment and 0.4 per cent for pay rolls, 
and the February levels of employment and pay rolls were 
44.2 per cent and 151.4 per cent, respectively, above the 
1935-1939 base. 

The declines of 0.1 per cent in employment and 0.5 
per cent in pay rolls in manufacturing establishments were 


EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 


TABLE VIII 


largely due to a reduction of activity in the meat packing 
and the fruit and vegetable packing industries. Increased 
activity in agricultural implements and car and locomotive 
building tended to offset some declines. 

Nonmanufacturing industries reported declines in both 
employment, 1.1 per cent, and pay rolls, 0.2 per cent. The 
wholesale and retail trade group showed declines of 1.7 
per cent and 1.3 per cent, respectively. Building construc- 
tion and contracting showed corresponding decreases of 
19.0 per cent and 23.0 per cent. Mail order houses had 
gains of 3.2 per cent in employment and 4.6 per cent in 
pay rolls. 

Weekly earnings of men were $52.16 for all reporting 
industries and $52.84 for manufacturing industries, estab- 
lishing a new high. The corrésponding weekly earnings 
for women were $30.34 and $31.53, which were lower than 
for January. The averages for both men and women were 
$44.93 for industry as a whole and $47.12 for manu- 
facturing industry. ; 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS FOR 


ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 


Percentage Change February, 1944, from January, 1944 


All Reporting 


City—Area Establishments 


Nonmanufacturing 


Manufacturing 
Establishments 


Establishments 


Employment Pay Rolls | Employment | Pay Rolls | Employment | Pay Rolls 

CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA. . 
yy —1.2 —3.4 —0.9 —3.7 —3.8 —0.6 
DOWNSTATE 
+1.1 +5.3 +1.0 +5.9 +1.7 —0.6 
—0.3 _+1.4 —0.5 —1.2 +1.3 —4.1 
sd —2.7 —4.0 —2.3 —4.1 —4.1 —3.5 
+0.3 +8.8— +0.5 +9.8 —1.7 

nkakee-Bradley area................ —1.1 +2.3 —0.7 
La Salle-Peru-Oglesby................. —1.3 +1.3 —1.2 +2.3 —2.0 —12.0 
+0.3 —1.8 +0.8 —1.6 -5.1 —7.4 
+1.0 —0.6 +1.5 —0.6 —2.1 —-0.5 
+2.5 +6.5 —0.8 +2.2 +15.7 -+30.2 
Sterling-Rock Falls.................... —0.0 +0.3 —0.3 
+0.0 —0.0 +1.2 +0.7 —2.5 —1.8 


Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 
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COST OF LIVING 


(The cost of living is a price barometer, not a measure of 
the total amount spent for family living. The cost of living 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, 
fuel, house furnishings, transportation, personal services, 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- 
ilies of moderate income. The cost of food accounts for 
40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 
changes. The index is very important when related to 
consumers’ earnings.) 

The cost of living for the average worker in Chicago 
was 1.4 per cent higher in February, 1944, than for the 
corresponding month in 1943. The index with the 1935- 
1939 average equal 100 was 122.3, a decline of 0.3 per 
cent from the January index of 122.7. February was the 
second consecutive month in which living costs declined 
0.3 per cent in Chicago. 

Decreases of 0.9 per cent in the cost of food in both 


TABLE IX 
COST OF LIVING IN CHICAGO 
Percentage Change 
February, 1944, from Index 
Commodity 1935-1939 = 
February | January 100 
1943 1944 
All iteme:.......... +1.4 —0.3 122.3 
Food... —0.6 -0.9 131.3 
Fuel, electricity, andice} +2.5 +0.2 105.2 
House furnishings. ... . . +3.9 +0.5 124.5 
Miscellaneous......... +3.7 —0.1 117.0 
*December survey. 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 


January and February were largely responsible for the 
decline in living costs in the two months. Decreases oc- 
curred in the prices of laundry soap and prescriptions 
which accounted for the decrease of 0.1 per cent in the 
miscellaneous classification. The increase of 0.2 per cent in 
retail clothing prices was mainly due to higher prices for 
men’s and women’s hats, hose, and work shoes. The 
increased price of anthracite coal was responsible for the 
0.2 per cent rise in fuel costs. A rise of 0.5 per cent in 
cost of house furnishings was caused by higher prices for 
cook stoves. Rents are surveyed in March, June, Septem- 
ber, and December, hence the percentage changes are still 
based on the December figure. 

The cost of living in the United States in February, 
1944, declined 0.3 per cent from that of January. This 
is the same percentage decline as was reported for Chi- 
cago for that comparison and was largely due to a 
decrease in the cost of food. 


Retail Food Prices 


In February, 1944, retail prices of food in Chicago were 
0.6 per cent lower than in February, 1943, and 0.9 per 
cent below January, 1944. The retail price of fresh 
vegetables and fruits declined 3.8 per cent and the price 
of eggs declined 6.6 per cent from the January prices. 
However, the prices of cereals, dairy products, and sugar 
were unchanged and meat prices were relatively stable. 

In Peoria, the retail prices of food for February, 1944, 
were 0.5 per cent above those of February, 1943, and 


0.6 per cent below those of January, 1944. The largest de-. 


clines from the January prices were 5.5 per cent for eggs 
and 2.3 per cent for fresh fruits. 

In Springfield food prices for February, 1944, were 2.1 
per cent higher than for February a year ago, and 0.4 
per cent higher than for January, 1944. The largest in- 
crease above January prices was 4.2 per cent for fresh 
fruits, and the largest decrease was 3.3 per cent for eggs. 


TABLE X 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS 
Percentage Change February, 1944, from 
Commodity Group February, 1943 January, 1944 
Chicago Peoria Springfield Chicago Peoria Springfield 
AB —0.6 +0.5— —0.9 —0.6 +0.4 
Cereals and ba +1.8 +1.3 +1.5 0.0 +0.4 —0.1 
Mente —3.4 —3.9 —1.3 +0.4 —0.1 —0.6 
Dairy products...... —1.6 -1.7 —0.9 0.0 +0.2 0.0 
—2.8 —8.5 —5.9 —6.6 —5.5 —3.3 
Fruits and vegetables. ..... +2.9 +9.3 +11.9 —2.7 —1.6 +2.9 
dines —1.6 +1.0 —2.1 +0.1 —0.3 —0.2 
Sugar and +1.0 -—0.7 0.0 —0.3 0.0 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 


be 
} 
| 
| 
Lee 
| 
if 


\ 


AURORA (Pop. 47,170) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, pre- 
sents a diversified list of industries engaged in manu- 
facturing railroad coaches, conveying, pumping and road 
machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware specialties, 
aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

Aurora is situated in Kane County, which is one of 
the six Illinois counties with war contracts in excess of 
two hundred million dollars. This is a huge backlog which 
should hold production at high levels for a long time. 
Employment was practically unchanged from the previ- 
ous month and pay rolls slightly higher. Bank debits for 
February were 19.2 per cent higher than for February, 
1943, but 11.0 per cent lower than for January, 1944. De- 
partment store sales were 5.3 per cent higher for February 
than for January and for the first two months of the year 
they exceeded the same period in 1943 by 10.9 per cent. 
The percentage increase in department store sales for 
Aurora thus far in 1944 is greater than that for any other 
reporting Illinois city. 


CHICAGO (Pop. 3,396,808) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is 
the terminus of 39 railroads, including 23 trunk lines, and 
it has 21 airports within a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock 
and grain market of the world and the largest mail order 
distributing center. Chicago leads the world in the pro- 
duction of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, 
agricultural implements, millinery and dry goods, jewelry, 
wearing apparel, foundry products, railroad supplies, gas 
and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, 
and radio and auto accessories.) 

The Chicago and Cook County area is the second 
largest producer of war materials in the United States, 
being exceeded only by Detroit. The War Production 
Board figure for the area to the end of 1943 is 
$8,692,674,000. Employment and pay rolls both declined 
fractionally during the month. Cost of living declined 
fractionally for the second straight month. Cost of food, 
which comprises % of the family budget, declined 0.9 
per cent. The cost-of-living index for February 15 was 
122.3, or 1.4 per cent higher than last year. Retail sales 
were off 3 per cent, which was less than the decline for 
most Illinois cities. Bank debits for February, 1944, were 
1.8 per cent lower than for January, 1944. The percent- 
age increase in building permits was substantial (67%) 
in February, but the dollar value continued low. 


DANVILLE (Pop. 36,919) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal 
mining, clay products, textiles, coal mining machinery, 
foundry and machine shop products, leather, hardware, 
lumber, furnaces, hemp products, and food processing.) 

Employment decreased slightly in February, but pay 
rolls rose 1.4 per cent. Bank debits were up 31.4 per 
cent in February, 1944, compared with February, 1943, 
and the increase over January was 0.4 per cent. This in- 
crease, although small, is significant, in that only Danville 
and Quincy of the fifteen Illinois cities recorded gains in 
February over January, 1944. 


DECATUR (Pop. 62,976) 


(The soybean capital of America is the center of soybean 
production and processing. The city has important con- 
*The reports are written from materials supplied by the Chambers of 


Commerce, Illinois Department of Labor, Federal Reserve Banks, United 
States Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 
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cerns manufacturing metals, textiles, corn, soybean and 
grain processing, agricultural food manufacturing, dairies 
and creameries, printing and publishing industries.) 

The recorded declines in pay rolls (—9.4%) and em- 
ployment (—1.3%) for February were due largely to 
changes in ordnance plant activity. Department store sales 
in February showed almost the same decline from Janu- 
ary, 7.6 per cent, as from February, 1943, 7.5 per cent. 
Bank debits increased 21.5 per cent for February, 1944, 
over February, 1943, but the February figures were 10.7 
per cent lower than for January. Building activity was 
negligible. Retail sales were 5 per cent better in February 
than a year ago but off 3 per cent from January. 


EAST ST. LOUIS (Pop. 75,609) 


(A leader in the State in meat packing. The other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel 
foundries and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc 
smelting, machine tools and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil 
refineries, and rock quarries. The general area of East 
St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized areas of 
the State.) 

Reporting firms indicate decreases from January 
amounting to 2.7 per cent in employment and 4.0 per cent 
in pay rolls. The chemical, metal and machinery, food 
manufacturing, and building construction groups ac- 
counted for most of the decline. Activity increased in coal 
mining, transportation equipment, stone, clay, and glass 
manufacturing. Bank debits for February were 24.6 per 
cent greater than a year ago and only 2.2 per cent lower 
than in the previous month. Retail sales were 16 per cent 
better in February than for a year ago but showed only 
a slight change from the January figure. Thirty-eight 
building permits, amounting to $8,020, were recorded in 
February. Meat packing continued at a high production 
level. Madison County, in the East St. Louis industrial 
area, is one of the six Illinois counties which has been 
awarded $200,000,000 in war contracts. This is a very im- 
portant item to East St. Louis and the area. 


KANKAKEE (Pop. 22,241) 


(An important manufacturing center for agricultural im- 
plements, furniture, textiles, building materials, paint, 
foundry and machine shop products, stone quarries. Kan- 
kakee is in the center of a rich, diversified farming area.) 

Employment dropped 1.1 per cent, but pay rolls showed 
a 2.3 per cent increase. The smaller wage disbursements 
were in nonmanufacturing groups, whereas all manufac- 
turing groups except stone, clay, and glass had higher pay 
rolls. Farm implement industries were active. Building 
activity continued at low levels. Retail sales held ap- 
proximately at levels established in January, but depart- 
ment store sales were off 1.1 per cent in February. 


MATTOON (Pop. 17,532) 


(A strategically located city producing kitchen furniture, 
shoes, roofing, Diesel engines, foundry products, broom- 
corn, and brooms. The shops of two large railroads and 
two truck terminals are located in Mattoon. The city is 
surrounded by a rich grain, livestock, poultry, and fruit 
farming region.) 

Employment remained at the levels established in Janu- 
ary but pay rolls were up 2.0 per cent in February. Bank 
debits declined in February from the January levels. Re- 
tail trade declined slightly in February but remained well 
ahead of the same month a year ago. The diversification 
of the city and the area tends to keep fluctuations at a 
minimum. 
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PEORIA (Pop. 105,087) 


(Peoria is the largest producer of earth-moving equip- 
ment in the world. It has large distilleries, chemical plants, 
agricultural implement plants, and stockyards. It is also a 
manufacturer of cotton goods, pharmaceuticals, steel prod- 
ucts such as wire, rods, fencing, stoves and furnaces. Agri- 
cultural foods and soybeans are processed. Peoria is one 
of the highly diversified industrial cities of the State.) 

Changes in industrial activity as recorded in employ- 
ment and pay rolls were negligible. The only significant 
gains were made in metals and machinery-producing 
concerns. Retail sales for February were 22 per cent 
higher than for January—the only gain recorded by any 
of the cities. Department store sales were 1.8 per cent 
higher in February than in January. Bank debits were 
higher by 16.5 per cent than for the same month a year 
ago, but 10.2 per cent below January of this year. Seventy- 
two building permits amounting to $15,000 were issued. 
Retail cost of food was down 0.6 per cent from January 
with the combined index 37.6 points higher than in base 
period 1935-1939. Electric power consumption was 1.3 per 
cent less than for January. Peoria County is one of the 
six Illinois counties with over $200,000,000 in war con- 
tracts. 


QUINCY (Pop. 40,469) 


(Quincy has important industries producing stoves, ranges, 
furnaces, pumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, 
showcases and store fixtures, shoes, plumbing and steam 
equipment, machine tools. Agricultural products are stored 
and processed.) 

Quincy scored the highest gains in employment made 
by any Illinois city in February and one of the highest 
gains in pay rolls, the percentages being 3.4 per cent and 
5.1 per cent, respectively. For the entire State, the figures 
are —0.3 and — 0.4 per cent. The gains were made by the 
boot and shoe industry. Declines in employment were re- 
corded in the metals and machinery groups but pay rolls 
were maintained. Bank debits for February were 48.1 per 
cent higher than a year ago, the greatest increase shown 
by any of the 15 reporting cities. Only Quincy and Dan- 
ville show increases in bank debits for February over 
January, 1944, 2.6 per cent and 0.4 per cent, respectively. 


ROCKFORD (Pop. est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
area est. 110,000) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. An im- 
portant manufacturing center of machine tools, piston 
rings, gears, and automobile parts, aluminum castings, 
furniture, textiles, hardware, wood and iron working ma- 


chinery, pianos, stoves, leather goods, air conditioning. 


and heating equipment.) 

Industrial activity reports from Rockford are largely 
from the metal and machine industries. Firms in these 
groups report fewer workers but slightly higher pay 
rolls. Retail sales were 1 per cent lower, and department 
store sales 4.0 lower, in February than in January. Cost 
of living was 0.2 per cent below the January figure. 
Twenty-eight building permits, amounting to $76,050, 
were issued in the month of February. Bank debits were 
31.8 per cent higher in February than a year ago, only 
1.1 per cent below January levels. Electric power con- 
sumption for the area was slightly lower in February 
than in January. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE (Pop. 87,500) 


(Farm implement center of the world. Produces large 
quantities of war materiel. Other important industries are 
machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and ven- 
tilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts 
and accessories, elevators, and furniture. Other industries 
are flour and lumber mills, sash and door factories, glass 
and paper products, farm lighting plants, rubber footwear, 
oils and paints, textiles, electric household supplies.) 

The greatest amount of activity of the area now 
centers in the great farm implement manufacturing in- 
dustries. In Moline, employment in February increased 
0.3 per cent but pay rolls declined 1.8 per cent. In Rock 
Island, the reverse was true: employment declined 0.5 
per cent whereas wage disbursements increased 1.1 per 
cent. The declines were in rubber products; increases in 
both employment and pay rolls were made in metal, 
machinery, and wood products industries. Bank debits 
of Rock Island banks were 5.2 per cent lower in Febru- 
ary than in January, but 8.0 per cent higher than for the 
same month a year ago. In Moline, bank debits were 
14.7 per cent higher than in February a year ago but 3.3 
per cent less than a month ago. Retail sales were 6 per 
cent lower than for January for both cities combined, but 
department store sales for Moline were down 8.6 per 
cent for the same period. Building permits for Moline 
were 83, amounting in dollar value to $110,899, which 
is the largest amount of building construction recorded 
for any downstate Illinois city. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. 75,503) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the 
offices of the State Government. It is the home of a num- 
ber of insurance companies and regional government 
offices. Industrially, Springfield has a diversified list of 
concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving machinery, 
agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It 
is also a center of coal mining and the processing of 
grain and soybeans.) 

Coal mining activity was largely responsible for the 
2.5 per cent increase in employment in February/and for 
a pay roll increase of 6.5 per cert. This is especially sig- 
nificant since the same percentages for the State are — 0.3 
and —0.4, respectively. Certain metals and machinery 
firms and transportation equipment and leather products 
firms employed fewer workers but paid out more wages 
in February than in January. Cost of foods increased 
0.4 per cent in February over January. The net increase 
for the year was 2.1 per cent; the index stood at 139.2. 
The price increase in fresh fruits accounts for the rise. 
Bank debits for February were 40.3 per cent higher than 
for the same month a year ago, but declined 4.7 per cent 
from January levels. Retail sales by independent stores 
showed a sharp decline of 25 per cent in February from 
the January levels, but department store sales were up 
1.0 per cent for the same period. Thirteen building per- 
mits valued at $8,600 were issued in February. Sanga- 
mon County is one of the six Illinois counties with war 
contracts in excess of $200,000,000. This county and 
adjoining Macon County have $380,440,000 in war 
contracts. 
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INDEXES OF BUSINESS ACTIVITY IN ILLINOIS 
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